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look at catalogues, and the backs of books in libraries.' Sir Joshua observed to me the extraordinary promptitude with which Johnson flew upon an argument. ' Yes, (said I,) he has no formal preparation, no flourishing with his sword; he is through your bod}- in an instant'.'
Johnson was here solaced with an elegant entertainment, a, very accomplished family, and much j^ood company; amontf whom was Mr, Harris8 of Salisbury, who paid him many compliments on his J^nrncy A> (he Western Islands*
The common remark as to the utility of reading history beinj^ made; JOHNSON, 'We must consider how very little history there is; I mean real authentick history. That certain Kings reigned, and certain battles were fought, we can depend upon as true; but all the colouring, all the philosophy of history is conjecture3.' UMSWKI.U ' Then, Sir, you would reduce all history to no better than an aim, mack *, a mere
1 Reynolds, noting down 'such tjualitien as Johnson's woiks ruimor. convvy,1 s;iys th;it' the most distinguished was his possessing a tuitu! which was, us I may say, always ready tut1 use. Must, j^rneral .subjects had undoubtedly been already diseuvird in tin- cout.se of a studious thinking life. In this respect few wen ever came better preparrcl into whaU'ViTfonipauy fliant'r mi^hi thmw hitu; attd the love whirh hr h.ul tosofit'fy KJive him a larilily in tlu* p»artier «»f ujiplying his kiitnvlfd^c of the matter in hand, in which I lu-lii-vr hr was never exceeded tiy .my man.' Taylor's AVm'/iA, it. .^'4-                            * See «//*'/.-, ii. ,'vS'.
8 'Our .silly things railed IlistMtir-;,' \vn»tr liurke « !•//,•». i. \\\'\. 'The Dukr of Kirhwnnd, I-'ox.and Hurkr,' .said Kopecs ( /;//'//•- i\t!i\ ji. B«s), 'were ronverr.ifiK atinnt histnrv, philuN*»|ihy. and poc'try. Thr Duke said," I prrfrr hislurv tn philo-inphy or pnrtry, hecau-ie history is truth" Htith VnK and Ilurkt* di-ia^trrd with him ; they thought that poetry was tnttlt, bring a representation «»f luinuin nature,' Lord Holiittfbrnkr had said j /f^/'X-v, iij, \*.\\ that thr rlu'ld '\\\ riprr years applies himself IK hi-itnry, nr in that wliirh he takes tor history, to auUmriM'd romance-.'
4 Mr. f'lunket made a ^rea} r,rn?atiun in the Iluttsr uf:('ominous (I'tih, sH, 1825) by Having shat histmy, il Mot iu«liri«ms!y read.'wan n<> better than an old almanack' which Mrtrirr had aheudv '.aid in hin Nomienit 7</Mww »/<•/'«/>-/» ' M.itrt du Pan's ;wd Mtrh like- Ijistories of the revolution arc- n«» hrttrr than an oh! almanack.' Hmwrll, \ve see, had imtiripaied hoth. CtmRi u,
t  r
